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Prospects for an Arab-Israeli Peace

Hassan Al-Alkim’

The Middle East problem has acquired significant importance since the
second Gulf crisis. The peace process witnessed a breakthrough with the
Palestinians and Israels concluding a transitional peace accord and the
signing of the Jordanian - Israeli peace treaty. The continuation of the
Syrian - Israeli peace negotiations, though facing some set backs, is a
success in itself.

This study is based on a hypothesis that the conclusion of the peace
accords between the negotiating parties do not constitute more than a
temporary settlement, since peace means the transfer from a struggling
culture to a peaceful culture. The conflict, however, is based on religious,
traditional & historical factors. The purpose of the study is to investigate
the different variables that led to such changes in both Arabs and Israeli
perspectives and to examine the durability of the on-going peace accords.

Since the second Gulf crisis, the Middle East problem has been
specially prominent in world affairs. The transitional peace accord between
the Palestinians and Israelis and the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty were
major breakthroughs. Although the Syrian-Israeli peace negotiations have
suffered some setbacks, their mere existence constitutes a success.

The basis of this study is the hypothesis that the peace accords
between the negotiating parties are only temporary settlements, since
peace requires cultural transformations that are hindered by religious,
traditional and historical factors. The purpose of the study is to investigate
the variables which have led to changes in both Arab & Israli perspectives
and to discuss the possible durability of the accords.

*

Chairman, Department of Political sciences, College of Political sciences, UAE University.



272 Journal of the Social Sciences Autumn 1996

THE ARAB- ISRAELI PRACEFUL
SETTLEMENT

A Future Outlook
Dr. Hassan Hamdan AL-Alkim

Dept. of Political Science
UAE University
Fall 1995

Abstract

The Middle East problem has acquired a significant importance since
the seconf Gulf Crisis. The peace porcess withessed a break through with
the Palestinian and the Israeli concluding a transityional peace accord and
the Syrian of the Jordanian - Israeli prace treaty. The continuation of the
Syrian - Israeli praceful negotiation, though facing same set backs, is a
success in itself.

The study is based on a hypothesis thet the conclusion of the peace
accords between the negotiating parties do not constitute more than
temporary settlement since peace means the trans the transfer from a
struggle culture to a praceful culture. The conflict, however, is based on
religious, traditional & historical factors. The purpose of the study is to
investigate the different variables that led to such change in both Arabs
ans Israeli perespectives and to examine the drablity of on going peace
accords.




