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The Methodology of Triangulation

Sami Al-Damagh’

This article presents a critical review of the methodology of triangulation
and its five types (1) data collection tools triangulation; (2) triangulation of
methods; (3) observers triangulation; (4) theory triangulation; and (5) data
source triangulation. This is accomplished through (a) examining the
various assumptions underlying the different types of triangulation, and (b)
examining the advantages and merits of each type.
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Taking the second, the methodological dimension, as its main concern,
this paper argues that it consists: (a) of lack of clear conceptualization and
definition of the term ta’sil, and (b) of the implicit assumption that the
object of ta’sil - the science of sociology - is a simple and uniform entity.

Then, in an attempt to elaborate this argument - and to hopefully
correct the two problems -, (i) the various meanings in which the term ta’sil
has been used in the literature are taken and used as its operational
definition, (ii) the science of sociology as the object of ta’sil is divided into
its main components - knowledge, research methods, etc. - and each
clearly defined and delineated, and (iii) cross-tabulating the two variables -
(i) and (ii) - fifteen forms or types of ta’sil are clearly distinguished. With a
brief analysis of these forms, it is shown that (1) ta’sil is a far more
complex task than perceived by its’ traditional advocates, (2) the forms of
ta’sil vary greatly in their underlying assumptions, attainability, usefulness,
and ideological-cultural implications, and finally (3), it is futile to speak of
ta’sil, let alone trying to bring it about, without clearly specifying which of
its various forms is being considered.

The paper ends with a historical digression: drawing attention to the
operational movement of the 30’s and 40’s which was inspired by
Einstein’s, dismissal of the age old concept "ether" in his epoch making
paper of 1905, the paper calls for an extension of the basis tenet of the
movement from its currently narrow (definitional) application to a general
pattern of thinking and discourse in sociology.



