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The paper discusses the relationship between Islam and politics from a
historical perspective. Such attempt is undertaken to explain the political
stands taken by the leaders of the Islamic movements during Iraq’s
invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990 in favour of the aggressor. The
author’s main argument is that this pro-Iraqi position cannot be understood
unless examined within the context of the early Islamic political thought
and writings.

The paper begins by examining the legal arguments put forward by the
early fugaha’ to justify the accommodation of the principles of the shari’a
with political reality, and discusses the consequences of such approach
upon Islamic societies by looking at the acceptance of the Imanate by
seizure and by force, and of the rule of the userper.




