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Stability and Change in the Image of the
Other: A Comparative-Anthropological Study
of Students from two Arab Societies

El Sayed El Aswad
The United Arab Emirates University

The topic of the self and the other has become one of the most impor-
tant contemporary topics being studied, especially in a changing world
where some constituents of the images people construct about themselves
and others appear, change and vanish, while others remain stable. This re-
search attempts to study stability and change in the image of the other in
two Arab societies: Egypt and the United Arab Emirates. An ethnographic-
comparative study has been conducted on two groups of students belong-
ing to Tanta University and the United Arab Emirates University. The study
of the image of the other, as dealt with in this study, depends on two core
axes. The first axis concerns the image of the Arab as viewed as the
other. The second axis concerns the image of the non-Arab other, which is
further divided into images of the occidental and the oriental. The impor-
tance of these three axes or patterns of images becomes apparent when
the aforementioned societies are compared, along these dimentions, to ap-
prehend the differences and similarities between them regarding these
images. What the paper suggestsas a reference image of each society
will be the standard against which other images are compared. The main
hypothesis of this paper is that patterns of the images of the other (Arab-
occidental-oriental) are not permanently stable, but rather go through deep
changes associated with societal and international variables.




