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The Psychology of Environment: A New Field
of Psychological Studies

/ T. Mansour

In recent years, interest in the relationship between environment and
behavior has been steadily growing. A rather broadly defined field of
environmental psychology, which takes as its subject matter the entire
range of psychological phenomena in direct relatlonshlp to the large-scale
environment, is gradually developing.

Environmental psychology is concerned with studying environmental
issues by drawing upon the knowledge and techniques of many areas
within psychology, and as such it serves as a meaningful focus for these
areas.

Clearly environmental psychology represents a very broad sphere of
inquiry, and, in fact, the character of this new field in continuing to evolve.
This evolving area of applied psychology is concerned with the
interrelationship between behavior and the built-in and natural
environments. Because environmental psychology evolved in response to
serious societal concerns, it tends to focus on socially relevant problems, to
emphasize the applicability of its research findings, and to maintain a
modal or holistic level of analysis.
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