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Plurals of the Fewness and Plurality
and the Exchange of its Use in the
Holy Qur’an

Khaled Dou Ahmed*

Abstrct

The main idea of this research revolves around explaining the
exceptions to the characteristics of the plurals of few and many, and
the cases of their use in the Holy Quran. The topic is of greatimportance
as it confirms the word-meaning relationship and justifies the change of
plurals’ characteristics in some positions by analyzing plurals’ models
in the Holy Qur’an in a linguistic, stylistic and rhetorical analysis. The
research is initiated from the problematic: What are the motives for
bringing a plural in the place of another plural, and what is its impact on
the Qur’anic style? And what are the positions where plurals substitute
each other? This research aims to define plurals and clarify the
relationship between the type of plural and the place of its use, and to
identify the exceptions to the characteristics of some plurals in the Holy
Quran. It also aims to explain the use of plural elsewhere in the Holy
Quran, and the rhetorical purpose was mentioned in that. Several
approaches were adopted in the rooting and elaboration of this
research: Descriptive, analytical, inductive, and comparative. Through
the research outputs, we conclude that the exchanging plurals is an
accurate rhetorical method, and the most important results of the
research are that the plural of the few from three to ten and the plural
of the many above to ten, and some said the plural of the many starts
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from the three as well; except for the formula of the utmost plurals that
begins with eleven, just as the two plurals may occur, one of them is
the place of the other, and it came in many verses of the Holy Quran,
the plural of the many in the place of the few, or vice versa; this is due
to several reasons, the most important of which are; that the
aforementioned plural be more used than the other, or that it be modified
to suit the context; as if it is to belittle or humiliate, so the few are used
in the place of abundance, and the interaction of the plurals has
contributed to the beauty of the expression of the Holy Quran and the
miraculous meaning of its meaning, so the used plural suggests some
rhetorical meanings that the other would not suggest if it was used.

Keywords: The plural of the few, the plural of the many, the formula
of the utmost plurals, an exception.
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Ibn al-Athir ; Majd al-Din Abi al-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad
al-Shaybani, al-nihayah {1 Gharib al-hadith wa-al-athar, tahqiq :
Tahir Ahmad al-Zaw1 wa-Mahmiid Muhammad al-Tanahi, al-

Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrtt, 1399h / 1979m.

Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal al-Shaybani, al-Musnad, tahqiq :
Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt w’akhrin, ishraf : ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-
Mubhsin al-Turki, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-ila,
1421h / 2001M.

al-Azhart ; Abii Mansiir Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Haraw1, Tahdhib al-
lughah, tahqiq : Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib, Dar Thya’ al-Turath
al-‘Arabi, Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-ula, 2001 M.

al-Bukhart ; Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Ju‘fi, al-Jami*
al-Musnad al-sahth al-Mukhtasar min umar Rastl Allah salla
Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam wsnnh wa-ayyamuh (Sahth al-Bukhari),
tahqiq : Muhammad Zuhayr ibn Nasir al-Nasir, Dar Tawq al-
najah, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-ul4, 1422h

al-Basilt ; Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Tinisi, al-
Taqy1d al-kabir f1 tafsir Kitab Allah al-Majid, Kulltyat usiil al-Din, Jami‘at
al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘did al-Islamiyah, al-Riyad, (D. T), (D. t).

al-Basilt ; Abu al-*Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Ttinisi,
Nukat wa-tanbthat f1 tafsir al-Qur’an al-Majid (ikhtasarahu min
tqyydh al-kabir ‘an shaykhihi Ibn ‘Arafah wa-zada ‘alayhi), Wa-
bi-dhaylihi : (Takmilat al-Nukat li-Ibn Ghazi al-‘Uthmant al-
Miknasi), tahqiq : Muhammad al-Tabarani, Matba‘at al-Najah
al-Jadidah, al-Dar al-Bayda’, al-Tab‘ah al-ula, H / 2008 M.
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Abii al-Baqa’ al-‘Ukbart ; Muhibb al-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Husayn al-
Baghdadi, al-Lubab f1 ‘Ilal al-bina’ wa-al-i‘rab, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-
[1ah al-Nabhan, Dar al-Fikr, Dimashq, al-Tab‘ah al-tla, 1416h /
1995m.

al-Baydawt ; Nasir al-Din Abt Sa‘id ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar al-Shirazi,
Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-ta’wil, tahqiq : Muhammad al-
Mar‘ashli, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-
ala, 1418h.

al-Bayhaqi ; Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Husayn alkhusrawjirdy al-
Khurasani, Kitab al-sunan al-Saghir, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-Mu‘tt Amin
Qal‘aj1, Jami‘at al-Dirasat al-Islamiyah, Karatshi, Bakistan, al-
Tab‘ah al-ula, 1410h / 1989m.

al-Tha‘alibi ; Abl Zayd ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad, al-Jawahir
al-hisan f1 tafsir al-Qur’an, tahqiq : Muhammad ‘Alt Mu‘awwad
wa-‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjid, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-Arabi,
Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-iila, 1418h.

al-Juday* ; ‘Abd Allah ibn Yiisuf ibn ‘Is4 al-Ya‘qiib al-‘ Anzi, almnhaju
almkhtasr f1 ‘ilmy alnnahw walssarf, m’sasah alryyan, Bayriit,
al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, 1428h / 2007m.

Ibn Juzayy ; Abii al-Qasim Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Kalb1 al-Gharnati,
al-Tas'hil li-‘Ulum al-tanzil, tahqiq : ‘Abd Allah al-Khalidi,
Sharikat Dar al-Arqam ibn Abt al-Arqam, Bayrtt, al-Tab‘ah al-
ala, 1416h.

Jalal al-Din al-Suytt1 ; ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abt Bakr, Mu‘jam magqalid al-
‘Ulim f1 al-hudiid wa-al-rustim, tahqiq : Muhammad Ibrahim ‘Ubadah,
Maktabat al-Adab, al-Qahirah, al-Tab‘ah al-iil4, 1424h / 2004m.
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Jalal al-Din al-Suytt1 ; ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abt Bakr, Ham* al-hawami*
fT sharh jam* al-jawami®, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-Hamid Hindaw1, al-
Maktabah al-Tawfiqtyah, Misr, (D. T), (D. t).

Ibn Jinni ; Abu al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn Jinn1 al-Mawsili, al-Khasa’is, al-
Hay’ah al-Misriyah al-‘Ammah lil-Kitab, al-Tab‘ah al-rabi‘ah,
(D. t).

Ibn Jinni ; Abi al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn Jinn1 al-Mawsili, al-Luma*® f1 al-
‘Arabiyah, tahqiq : Fa’iz Faris, Dar al-Kutub al-Thaqafiyah, al-
Kuwayt, (D. T), (D. t).

Hafiz al-Din al-Nasafi ; Abu al-Barakat ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad, tafsir
al-Nasafl (Madarik al-tanzil wa-haqa’iq al-ta’wil), tahqiq wa-
takhr1j : Yusuf ‘All Budaywi, muraja‘at wa-taqdim : Muhy1 al-
Din Dib Mastii, Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-iila,
1419H / 1998M.

Hassan ibn Thabit al-Ansari, Diwan Hassan, sharh wa-taqdim : ‘Abd U.
Muhanna, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Bayrat, al-Tab‘ah al-
thaniyah, 1414h / 1994m.

al-Hamalaw1 ; Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Shadha al-“urf {1 Fann al-sarf,
tahqiq : Nasr Allah ‘Abd al-Rahman Nasr Allah, Maktabat al-
Rushd al-Riyad, (D. T), (D. t).

al-HimyarT ; Nashwan ibn Sa‘id al-Yamani, Shams al-‘Ulim wa-dawa’
kalam al-‘Arab min alklwm, tahqiq : Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
‘Umar1 wmthr ibn ‘Al al-Iryani wa-Yusuf Muhammad ‘Abd
Allah, Dar al-Fikr al-mu‘asir / Dar al-Fikr, Bayrtt / Dimashq, al-
Tab‘ah al-ula, 1420h / 1999M.
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Abil Hayyan al-Andalust ; Athir al-Din Muhammad ibn Ysuf, al-Bahr

al-muhit f1 al-tafsir, tahqiq : Sidqi Muhammad Jamil, Dar al-Fikr,
Bayrit, (D. T), 1420h.

al-Khatib al-Shirbin ; Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Shafi‘T,
al-Sarraj al-munir f1 al-i‘anah ‘ald ma‘rifat ba‘d ma‘ani kalam
Rabbina al-Hakim al-khabir, Matba‘at Bilaq (al-Amirtyah), al-
Qahirah, (D. T), 1285h

al-Daraqutni ; Abu al-Hasan ‘Al1 ibn ‘Umar al-Baghdadi, Sunan al-
Daraqutni, tahqiq : Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut w’akhrin, Mu’assasat al-
Risalah, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-iild, 1424h / 2004m

Rukn al-Din al-Istrabadht ; Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Sharaf Shah al-
Husayni, sharh Shafiyah Ibn al-Hajib, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-Maqstd
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Magstid (Risalat dukttrah), Maktabat al-
Thaqafah al-diniyah, al-Tab‘ah al-tila, 1425h / 2004m

al-Zuhaylt ; Wahbah ibn Mustaf?, al-tafsir al-munir f1 al-‘aqidah wa-al-
shari‘ah wa-al-manhaj, Dar al-Fikr al-mu‘asir, Dimashq, al-
Tab‘ah al-thaniyah, 1418h

al-Zamakhshart ; Jar Allah Abi al-Qasim Mahmud ibn ‘Amr, al-
Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid al-tanzil, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi,
Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, 1407h

al-Zamakhshart ; Jar Allah Abt al-Qasim Mahmid ibn ‘Amr, al-
Mufassal f1 san‘at al-i‘rab, tahqiq : ‘Ali Bd Mulhim, Maktabat
al-Hilal, Bayrut, al-Tab‘ah al-tla, 1993M

Abu Zahrah ; Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Mustafa, Zahrah al-tafasir,
Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi, (D. T), (D. t)
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Zayn al-Din al-Waqqad ; Khalid ibn ‘Abd Allah aljrjawt al-Azhar al-
Misri, sharh al-Tasrih ‘ald al-Tawdih (al-Tasrth bmdmwn al-
Tawdih) 1 al-nahw, Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyah, Bayrt, al-Tab‘ah
al-ula, 1421h / 2000M

al-Samin al-Halab1 ; Abu al-‘Abbas Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Yasuf,
al-Durr al-masiin f1 ‘ulim al-Kitab al-makniin, tahqiq : Ahmad
Muhammad al-Kharrat, Dar al-Qalam, Dimashq, (D. T), (D. t)

al-Sharif al-Jurjani ; ‘Alt ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Husayni, Nahwa
Mir (Mabadi’ Qawa‘id al-lughah al-‘ Arabiyah), ta‘rib al-Faristyah
: Hamid Husayn, wad*‘ al-hawashi : ‘Abd al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Abd
al-Qadir, dabt : Mujahid Saghir Ahmad swdhwry, Maktabat al-
Faysal, andrql‘h, shytaghwngh, al-Tab‘ah al-iila, 1408h / 1987m

Shams al-Din aljawjary ; Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Mun‘im al-Qahir1
al-Shafi‘1, sharh Shudhiir al-dhahab fT ma‘rifat kalam al-‘Arab
(asl al-Kitab Risalat majistir lil-Muhaqqiq), tahqiq : Nawwaf al-
Harithi, ‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘Ilm1 bi-al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyah, al-
Madinah al-Munawwarah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla, 1423h / 2004m

Shams al-Din al-Qurtubrt ; Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Ansari, al-Jami‘ li-ahkam al-Qur’an (tafsir al-Qurtubi), tahqiq :
Ahmad al-Baraddiini wa-Ibrahim Attafayyish, Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyah, al-Qahirah, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah, 1384h / 1964m

al-Shawkani ; Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Yamani, Fath al-
qadir, Dar Ibn Kathir / Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Dimashq / Bayrtt,
al-Tab‘ah al-ul4, 1414h

Ibn al-Sa’igh ; Shams al-Din Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Hasan
al-Judhami, al-Lamhah f1 sharh al-Mulhah, tahqiq : Ibrahim al-
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Sa‘idi, ‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘Ilm1 bi-al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyah, al-
Madinah al-Munawwarah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla, 1424h / 2004m
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