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Obedience to the ruler, its jurisprudence and
limits
«A foundational study»
Dr. Khaled Jassim Alhouli*
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Abstract

Main Research Idea: The study concentrates on the ruler meaning
and ruling on obedience to him, and also talks about the practical
approach to obedience. The research importance lies in the fact that
there is no place that does not have a ruling authority that has the right
to power and enforcing rules and regulations, with an ongoing conflict
between authority and individuals. The research problem that the
study tried to answer is: How did Islamic jurists understand the texts
commanding obedience to the ruler? What are the limits set by Sharia
for that obedience? The research aims: to contribute to clarifying
the jurisprudence of obedience to the ruler through Sharia texts
The research approach used by the researcher is that nature of the
research required following a mixed approach between the descriptive,
inductive and analytical approaches. The most important findings of
the study are that obedience to the ruler is obligatory according to the

major opinions of jurists, and there is a jurisprudential disagreement
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in applying this rule to certain issues. However, the ruler’s order and
legislation must be limited by four limits: the speech legitimacy, its
conformity with the interest, must be fair and consistent with the social
contract that links the ruler to the subjects. The study recommended
that researchers pay attention to the political heritage of Islamic
jurisprudence, and apply the jurists’ rules derived from the Qur’an and
Sunnah in the chapters of Sharia politics. The study recommended
that the competent authorities for monitoring laws issued by executive
authority to be consistent with the frameworks stipulated by Sharia law.

Keywords: Ruler, Jurisprudence, Limits, Obedience
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