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Abstract

Research main idea is to clarify the concept of selective reasoning
(ijtihad) and key controls for its application. Research highlights the
jurisprudential reasoning in modern issues, and demonstrates the importance
of selective reasoning in determining rulings of emerging and contemporary
issues, as contemporary Islamic Scholars and collective reasoning bodies
resort to it when investigating the rulings on contemporary issues or when
drafting and reviewing laws. Selective reasoning is: Islamic jurist’s selection
of a specific opinion supported by evidence from the opinions reported by the
Leading Jurists of the Muslim Ummabh that achieves the interest for each era
and time. Research problem focuses on the concept of selective reasoning,
and what are the key controls when applying it? It’s significant in our time, as
it allows Islamic jurists to select rulings that serve people’s interests. However,
it must be bound by controls to prevent desire-driven reasoning or adopting
irregular opinions. Key controls: the person performing the selection must be
qualified. The selected opinion must serve a benefit for people in their
livelihoods and transactions. Researcher adopted: the descriptive approach
by collecting information from its sources, analytical approach to provide a
foundational framework for research topic, and comparative approach to

present applied issues. Research reached several conclusions: Selective

(*) Associate Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and its Principles, College
of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Kuwait University.
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reasoning is separate type of reasoning. It doesn’t belong to preferential
reasoning (weighing opinions) or combining opinions. Controls include
Islamic jurist must be aware of modern knowledge. Modern applications of
selective reasoning: Paying zakat in monetary value and prohibiting the
marriage of minors.

Keywords: Islamic Jurisprudence, Reasoning, contemporary issues.
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