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The Islamic Jurisprudential on Digital Platform
Earnings: An Applied Study on YouTube
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Abstract

The research aims to clarify Shar1 ah rulings on digital platforms through
a practical study of YouTube while outlining Shari‘ah-based guidelines and
standards. The importance of the research lies in highlighting new online
dealings that confront today’s Muslims, who increasingly rely on platforms
like YouTube for income. The research problem lies in determining the
Shart‘ah ruling on YouTube content creators’ earnings, considering the variety
of contractual models involved and the possible Shari‘ah-based objections
surrounding them. The study aims to classify these models under Shari‘ah
and regulate them by legal standards. The research used an inductive-
analytical method; it collected standard monetization models, analyzed their
financial nature, and classified them according to Islamic legal principles. The
study concludes that YouTube income is deemed permissible under Shari ah,
provided that the content is lawful, the contractual arrangements are SharT ah-
compliant, and the compensation is either specified or reasonably ascertainable.

The relationship between content creators and the platform is ju‘alah (reward-
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College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Kuwait University.
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based contract). A content creator enrolled in the YouTube Partner Program is
religiously required to disable advertisements, and earning revenue from such
ads is considered haram. Sponsorship contracts are classified based on
compensation: fixed payments follow the ruling of ijarah, while performance-
based ones follow ju‘alah. Combining both is valid if each remains independent.
Selling digital content is permissible if valid sale conditions are met and not
subject to any Shar1 ah-based prohibitions; direct financial support is permitted
as Hibah. The study recommends that Islamic authorities engage with
YouTube to align advertising with Islamic values.

Keywords: YouTube, Earnings, Digital Advertising, Jurisprudential.
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