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Standardizing the Paint Colors of Building
Exteriors: A Jurisprudential and Legal Study
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Abstract

This study addresses the Sharia ruling on whether building owners
should be obligated or voluntarily commit to unifying the paint colors of
exterior facades. This is a legal regulation impacting the outward appearance
of private property, which might initially seem to fall outside the scope of
compulsion and into the realm of voluntary compliance. The importance of
this research lies in the need for regulatory authorities to impose such
regulations to achieve visual harmony and preserve identity, raising questions
about the legitimacy of such obligations under Sharia law, the limits of
regulatory authority, and the balance between public interest and individual
rights. The central issue is whether mandating a specific facade color
constitutes an unlawful interference or is justified by public policy to achieve
legitimate goals. The study aims to clarify the basis and limits of such
compulsion, examine relevant jurisprudential theories, and compare them to
urban planning standards. The research follows a comparative approach
between Sharia law and legal regulations, using case studies like the Moroccan
experience in Fez, which mandates uniform facade colors. The study
concludes that unifying building colors is generally permissible, but public

interest may impose reasonable limits, such as preventing harm and promoting

(*) Assistant Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of
Jurisprudence, Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Kuwait University.
E-mail: m.aldulaimi@ku.edu.kw
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aesthetic goals. If such obligations are imposed by a responsible authority
and do not cause undue harm, they are permissible in Sharia law and fall
within the ruler’s powers. Contractual agreements for unifying facade colors
are also valid under Islamic law.

Keywords: color unification, building facades, Sharia policy, urbanism
Jjurisprudence.
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