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The Critical Dimension of Al-Bukhari’s
Expressions in Al-Sahih: “So-and-so Heard
So-and-so” or “From So-and-so”

Dr. Saeed Mohammed Al-Marri*

Submitted Date: May 2025 Accepted Date: June 2025

Abstract

The main research idea is to analyze the critical dimensions of Al-
Bukhari’s expressions in his Sahih, focusing on “So-and-so heard so-and-so”
or “from so-and-so”. The research’s importance lies in revealing the critical
dimensions behind these expressions, a precise applied aspect rarely studied
independently. This is significant for understanding Al-Bukhari’s critical
stance on hearing between contemporaries and his methodology in weighing
narrations. The research problem involves collecting and analyzing these
comments, clarifying their critical dimensions, and determining Al-Bukhari’s
use of them in judging hadiths. The research aims to reveal his purposes for
explicitly mentioning hearing, to analyze his critical approach, to link it to
hadith scholars’ efforts in documenting hearing, and to enrich the critical
debate onthe methodology of critics regarding hearing between contemporaries.
The methodology is inductive, analytical, and critical, tracing these instances,
analyzing commentators’ statements, and weighing possible intentions. Key
results show Al-Bukhari didn’t explicitly mention hearing between all
contemporaries. He limited it to cases needing verification, like a narrator’s

lack of fame, obscurity, gaps between death dates, intermediaries, or variations

(*) Associate Professor of Hadith Studies, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies —
Qatar University.
E-mail: sacalmarri@qu.edu.qa
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in narration. The research concludes these comments are precise critical
expressions reflecting deep methodological awareness, necessitating applied

studies on early critics’ methodologies.

Keywords: Al-‘An‘anah, Hearing, Narration of Contemporaries, Criticism of
Hadith.
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