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Indicators of a narrator’s attention to
scholars other than his direct teacher and
its impact on the narrated individuals

Dr. Mohammed Zayed Al-Otaibi*
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Abstract

This study investigates the narrator’s attention to scholars other than his
direct teacher, and the resulting impact on the individuals narrated from. The
significance of this study stems from the importance of the disciplines of ‘Ilal
(hidden defects) and al-Jarh wa al-Ta dil (criticism and accreditation). The
core problem addressed by the study is that identifying a narrator’s attention
to non-direct teachers requires an in-depth examination of the texts of hadith
scholars across their various works, in order to achieve the intended research
objective. The objective of the study is to clarify the impact of a narrator’s
attention to scholars other than his direct teachers on the transmitted narrations,
and to identify the indicators through which it can be known which narrators
demonstrated such attention. The study followed the inductive-deductive
methodology. This involved tracing relevant material in books on ‘Ilal,
biographical evaluation (rijal), and question-response literature (su’alar) to
compile a list of narrators who gave attention to non-direct teachers. The
research includes three main parts: the first part defines the “indicator”
(garinah) and the narrator’s attention to scholars other than his direct teacher;
the second part provides instances of such narrators; the third part presents the

indicators that help identify such narrators. The study reached significant

(*) Associate Professor, Department of Tafsir and Hadith College of Sharia and
Islamic Studies — Kuwait University.
E-mail: alotaibi.mohammad@ku.edu.kw
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findings, pinpointing that a narrator who has shown such attention tends to
have deeper knowledge of the hadith of the individual he focused on, as well
as of his usual narrating style and the ranks of his students. This study presents

new hadith-specific analytical lens..

Keywords: Narrator — Attention — Teacher — Impact.
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