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Lata’if al-Isharat by Al Qushayri (d. 465 AH)
in The light of the Quranic Context Theory

Applied Examples

Dr. Sultan Abdullah Al-Azmi*
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Abstract

This Thesis addresses placing the context theory into effect in the
interpretation (Tafseer) to prevail one of the conflicting opinions over
others or to exclude the abnormal ones. “Lata’if al-Isharat” book by Al
Qushayri was used as case study by pointing out some of his contextual
examples, and whether they agree with both types of context: narrative
and situational. The Thesis significance, which contains invaluable
indications, lies in being a scientific and practical methodology intended
to signify the role of context to validate the interpretations of Al Qushayri,
who has Sufi tendencies. The Thesis Problem intends to apply the
context theory to “Lat@’if al-Isharat by Al Qushayri” highlighting the
correct and wrong aspects therein. The Thesis underlines the
importance of context in validating the methodology of Mufassir
(interpreting scholar) and its value in interpreting and clarifying
meanings of the Holy Quaran. Hence, the Thesis addresses the
concept, importance and kinds of context and adapts what could be far
from the truth. The Thesis has adopted the inductive approach through
following, analyzing, explaining and interpreting Al Qushayri opinions
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in view of the context theory, and criticizes them to correct the opinions
while indicating the preponderant opinion. The most remarkable
findings include his indications (Isharat) which are considered as an
acceptable indicative Tafseer differing from the delinquent mystical
interpretations, despite the systematic contextual violations therein,
which may be excused for being fortuitous psychological experiences.
If he adopted the context and follows his scientific approach, the solid
scientific culture of Al Qushayri would prevail. Conversely, if he tends
to prevail over his doctrinal opinions and Sufi Isharat, he may stray too
far from the significance of context. It might even be said that his
Isharat, beyond his other books, shows a relative moderation that is
attributable to his intellectual orgination and environment. Hence, the
Researcher recommends increasing the applied studies of the context
theory on the Scholars with religious tendencies and approaches.

Keywords: Al Qushayri - Lata’if — Isharat - Context .
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