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Abstract

This research focuses on on the concept of circular reasoning
(dawr) issue among Scholars of Kalam particularly the impossibility of
circular reasoning. The importance of this study arises from the fact
that Scholars of Kalam, agree that both reason (aql) and scriptural
evidence (naql) are key sources for deriving rulings. However, this
agreement has notled to a unified understanding of many interpretations
and rulings due to the diminished role of scriptural evidence in favor of
rational evidence as a primary source of rulings. The study aims to
clarify the meaning of circular reasoning, rational evidence, and
scriptural evidence, and then to discuss the issue on which the concept
of circular reasoning is based—namely, that reason is the source of
scripture—and to present the main refutations of this idea. This
necessitated the use of a historical inductive method to study the
evolution of the status of reason among theologians, followed by an
analytical approach to their conclusions. One of the significant
conclusions of this study is the invalidity of the foundation upon

(-:z:—) Dr. Jamaan Dhahir Al-Harbish is an Associate Professor in the Department of
Creed and Da’wah, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Kuwait University.
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which the concept of circular reasoning is based; reason is not the
primary basis for the validity of scripture, but rather one of several
sources. The researcher sees that future studies to focus on the
Qur'an and Sunnah and the rational arguments and analogies they
contain.

Keywords: Circular Reasoning — Scriptural Evidence — Rational
Evidence — Repelling the Conflict between Reason and Revelation.
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