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The Term “Khalf”’ According to Imam Abu Ishaq
Al-Shatibi: A Case Study of “Al-Muwafagat”

A Foundational, Analytical, and
Comparative Study
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Abstract

Research Idea: The term “Khalf” is frequently used by Al-Shatibi in
his book Al-Muwafaqgat, particularly in establishing his arguments or
refuting his opponents. He often states, “This is Khalf.” This term is
similar to two logical terms, whose usual domain of study is logic and
dialectics: Burhan al-Khalf (Proof by Contradiction) and Qiyas al-Khalf
(Analogical Reasoning by Contradiction). These are forms of rational
inference using comprehensive logical syllogisms. One of the goals
of this research is to compare Al-Shatibi’s use of the term with how it
is used by logicians and theologians. Al-Shatibi concluded his Al-
Muwafaqgat by criticizing their methods, arguing that they are of no
benefit. Hence, the research problem emerged, and its significance
lies in elucidating this term as used by Imam Al-Shatibi, defining its
scope, explaining how it is used in reasoning, and identifying its fields
of application. The term revolves around the concept of contradiction in
linguistic terms, and weakness or inferiority in technical terms, and it
can only be established with correct substance and form, as determined
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by logicians. Al-Shatibi employed this term in similar and closely related
ways, sometimes saying, “This is Khalf,” or “This is a contradictory
Khalf,” or “This is an impossible Khalf,” or “This is an impossible Khalf,
and what leads to it is likewise impossible,” or “This is a contradiction,”
and other such phrases with unified meanings. Therefore, this study
adopted a foundational methodology to explain the meaning of the
term, its components, and the ways it is introduced, followed by an
analytical study of Al-Shatibi’s usage in Al-Muwafaqat, and a comparison
between Al-Shatibi’'s usage and that of other scholars in the fields of
principles, logic, and theology. This study concluded—among its
most significant findings—with the clarification of the intended
meaning of this term, which is to affirm a proposition by refuting its
opposite, the proper method of introducing it, and demonstrating the
similarity of this term with other disciplines such as logic and theology,
as well as its utility in matters of doubt and certainty.

Keywords: Khalf, Al-Shatibi, Al-Muwafagat, Proof, Logic.
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