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Radiation Therapy: A Foundational
Jurisprudential Study-

Dr. Alaa Adel Al-Obaid**
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Abstract

This research explores the jurisprudential perspective on various
forms of radiation therapy, highlighting the importance of Shariah’s
comprehensiveness in addressing modern medical issues like radia-
tion therapy. This treatment is widely used today to combat cancerous
tumors and other non-cancerous conditions such as severe thyroid
eye disease and pterygium. The research problem investigates the
legitimacy of radiation therapy under Islamic law, focusing on its mech-
anisms, types, jurisprudential classification, and the balance between
its benefits and harms .The study aims to determine the Shariah com-
pliance of different radiation therapy types, outline the necessary Is-
lamic legal controls, and assess the associated risks. To achieve these
objectives, an inductive and deductive research methodology was
employed. Key findings revealed that the common factor among
all types of ionizing radiation used in therapy is their ability to inter-
act with the DNA of the targeted cell, leading to its destruction. The
general ruling is that radiation therapy is permissible if it adheres to
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Publication Committee in accordance with the established rules and criteria
of peer review in scholarly journals

(**) Associate Professor at Department of Comparative Jurisprudence and
Islamic Legal Policy- College of Sharia and Islamic, Kuwait University.
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Shariah guidelines. However, since radiation therapy can have harmful
effects, the study examines the jurisprudential rulings regarding sce-
narios where the harm is minimal and acceptable and cases where the
harm is significant, such as infertility, explaining the conditions under
which such harm may be tolerated.Additionally, the study discusses
necessary precautions to prevent harm from extending to others. The
researcher concludes that each instance of harm resulting from ra-
diation therapy should be evaluated according to Shariah principles,
balancing between harms and benefits while considering the priorities
and objectives of Islamic law.

Keywords: Types of radiotherapy, the harms of radiotherapy, Sharia
controls, balances.
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