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The Geneva Convention for the treatment of prisoners of war is not binding in the relationship between
Germany and the USSR, Thersfore only the principles of general international law on the treatment of
prisoners of war apply. Since the 18th Century these have gradually been established along the lines that
war captivity is neither revenge nor punishment, but solely protective custody, the only purpose of which
is to prevent the prisoners of war from further participation in the war. This principle was developed in
accordance with the view held by all armies that it is contrary to military tradition to kill or injure
helpless people. **Awstralian Yearbook of International Law , vol. 9, pp. 51-52'.
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