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Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Annual Statistical (V)
Bulletin 2023 (OPEC 2023).

International Energy Agency (IEA), The Role of Digitalization in Oil and Gas ()
Industry (IEA Publications 2023).

BP, World Energy Report 2022 (BP 2022). ()

World Bank Group, Resolving Technology Transfer Disputes: Global Best — (¢)
Practices (World Bank 2022).

World Bank Group, Resolving Technology Transfer Disputes: Global Best  (¢)
Practices (World Bank 2022).
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Al-Sabah, ‘Arbitration and Litigation in Oil and Gas Contracts in Kuwait’ (1)
(2022) 27(4) International Journal of Energy Law 230.

U.S. International Trade Administration, ‘Kuwait Digitalizes Oil Fields’ (30 (V)
September 2020).

International Monetary Fund (IMF), Investment Climate and Dispute (A)
Resolution Mechanisms in the Middle East (IMF Working Paper 2023).

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), (4)
Technology Transfer and Intellectual Property: Challenges in Developing
Countries (UNCTAD 2022).

World Trade Organization (WTO), Technology Transfer and Trade Regulations  (\ +)
(WTO Reports 2023).
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M Al-Khater, ‘Technology Transfer and Legal Challenges in the Oil Sector’ (V)
(2021) 12(3) Gulf Journal of Business and Law 45.

World Bank Group, Resolving Technology Transfer Disputes: Global Best (1Y)
Practices (World Bank 2022).

International Energy Agency (IEA), The Role of Digitalization in Oil and Gas (\Y)
Industry (IEA Publications 2023).

UAE Ministry of Economy, Technology Transfer and Dispute Resolution in the (\¢)
UAE (Government Publications 2023).
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H Al-Qudah, Technology Transfer in the Oil Sector: Legal and Economic (\¢)
Perspectives (Cambridge University Press 2020) 102.

K Redden, Dispute Resolution in International Technology Agreements (\1)
(Oxford University Press 2019) 69.
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M Khan, Legal Challenges in Oil Sector Technology Transfer (Cambridge (\V)
University Press 2020) 156.

R Peterson and D Clark, Regulatory Frameworks and Dispute Resolution in  (\A)
Oil Technology Agreements (Oxford University Press 2021) 125.

J Smith, Contractual and Technical Disputes in Oil and Gas Technology (\4)
Transfer (Routledge 2019) 86.

L Jones, Knowledge Transfer and Compliance in Oil Sector Agreements (Y-)
(Springer 2022) 46.

X Zhao and T Lee, ‘Commercial Disputes in Technology Transfer Agreements’ (Y\)
(2021) 22(1) Asian Business Journal 102.
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R Adams, Intellectual Property Disputes in International Technology Transfers (YY)
(Cambridge University Press 2018) 60.

L Schroeder and A Lutz, Technology Transfer and Intellectual Property Issues (Y¢)
in Oil and Gas Projects (Oxford University Press 2019) 91.

E Fitzpatrick and Y Chen, ‘Legal Challenges in Technology Transfer Agreements’
(2020) 15(2) Journal of International Business Law 110.

A Goldstein and H Jernigan, ‘The Role of Technology Transfer in the Global (Yo)
Energy Sector’ (2021) 32(4) Energy Law Review 119.
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M Hernandez and D Trujillo, ‘Technical Disputes in International Licensing’ (Y1)
(2020) 42(3) International Journal of Technology Management 75.

C Ting, ‘Cultural Barriers and Their Impact on International Technology (YV)
Transfer’ (2020) 39(2) International Business Review 100.

Zhao and Lee (5) 102. (YA)
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Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, Al-Kuwaiti Oil Sector Confidential Arbitration (Y4)
Report (Internal Report 2019) 5-7.

SANDC, Annual Report on Dispute Resolution in the UAE Energy Sector (Y-)
(2023) 18.

A Jiyad, ‘Foreign Companies and Data Rights in Iraq’s Oil Sector’ (2016) Iraqi  (Y'\)
Oil Report 12.
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M Benyahia, ‘Les défis technologiques de Sonatrach’ (2014) Revue Algérienne (YY)
de I’Energie 92.

Energy Disputes Yearbook, ‘Case Digest: UK and EU Oil Sector Disputes’ (YY)
(2019) 41.

World Bank Group, Resolving Technology Transfer Disputes: Global Best (Y¢)
Practices (World Bank 2022).
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Resolving Technology Transfer Disputes
in the Kuwaiti Oil Sector

Dr. Mohamad Chehade Ismail*

Abstract:

Objectives: This research addresses the issue of resolving technology transfer
disputes in the Kuwaiti oil sector amid the increasing reliance on digital technologies
and smart systems in exploration and production operations. The study aims to ana-
lyze the main causes and types of disputes arising from technology transfer contracts,
evaluate the effectiveness of traditional dispute resolution mechanisms, and propose
more specialized approaches suitable for the oil industry. Methodology: The research
adopts a comparative analytical methodology by examining the Kuwaiti legal frame-
work governing dispute resolution and comparing it with selected international mod-
els, particularly Ombudsman systems and specialized technology dispute platforms.
Results: The findings indicate that the primary causes of disputes include ambiguity
in intellectual property rights, divergent interpretations of contractual clauses, dif-
ferences in economic expectations, and the growing technical complexity of digi-
tal oilfield systems.The study further demonstrates that traditional mechanisms such
as litigation and international arbitration often suffer from lengthy procedures, high
costs, and limited technical specialization. Conclusion: It concludes by emphasizing
the need for a specialized national mechanism combining technical mediation and
electronic arbitration to enhance legal stability and improve the investment climate in
Kuwait’s oil sector.

Keywords: Technology Transfer, Oil Sector, Dispute Resolution, Arbitration,
Mediation, International Contracts.
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