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Federalism as a Form of the Yemeni State:
Foundations of the Transition and Its

Justifications
Judge Dr. Ali Murshed Al-Arshani*
Abstract:

Objectives: This research analyzes the proposed shift toward federalism in Ye-
men as a response to the complex legal, political, social, and economic challenges the
state has faced since unification. It is based on the core hypothesis that federalism may
provide an appropriate constitutional framework to enhance the rule of law and institu-
tional and political stability, if implemented in a manner consistent with Yemen’s histor-
ical, cultural, and legal particularities. The study explores constitutional and historical
dimensions to assess the suitability of federalism in light of legislative deficiencies and
the institutional fragmentation resulting from prolonged conflict. Methodology: It em-
ploys descriptive, analytical, and inductive methodologies to examine key legal and po-
litical documents, particularly the outcomes of the National Dialogue Conference and
the Draft Constitution of the Federal Republic of Yemen. It also reviews relevant UN
Security Council resolutions that support the federal model, whether explicitly or im-
plicitly, and analyzes legal sources and historical records related to the transformation.
Results: The findings suggest that federalism is no longer merely a political option, but
rather a constitutional necessity to address the current crisis. It offers a legal mechanism
to distribute powers between regions, strengthening regional self-governance and par-
ticipatory decision-making at the federal level. However, the federal model also poses
significant challenges, including high financial costs and administrative complexity.
Conclusion: The research recommends revisiting certain structural and procedural as-
pects of the draft constitution to reduce bureaucratic burdens and ensure a balanced
distribution of powers that supports unity, equity, and long-term stability.

Keywords: Federalism; Yemeni Constitution; Political Transformation; Na-
tional Dialogue; Political Stability.
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