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The provisions of the biometric footprint,
a comparative study Between Islamic
jurisprudence and positive law

Dr. Abdullatif Haji Al-Awadhi*

Dr. Suzan Zuhair Al-Samman**

Abstract:

Objectives: This study aims to clarify the Islamic ruling on the use of biomet-
ric data in light of Maqgasid al-SharT‘ah and jurisprudential principles, while outlining
the Sharia and legal safeguards that balance biometric application and personal data
protection. It also proposes a unified legal and religious framework to ensure secure
biometric use while safeguarding individual rights. The objectives of this study in-
clude addressing data protection in biometric systems and proposing legally sound
mechanisms aligned with Sharia. The significance of this study lies in its analysis of
major concerns such as data breaches and misuse, highlighting the need to reconcile
public interest with individual privacy. The main research question explores the extent
to which biometric data usage is consistent with Islamic values, Kuwaiti legislation,
and international standards. Methodology: follows a descriptive and analytical ap-
proach to examine relevant Islamic and legal texts, along with a comparative method
to identify areas of convergence and divergence between Sharia and both local and
international laws. Results: The study shows that biometric technologies can align
with Islamic objectives if applied within strict legal and ethical limits. Additionally, the
study finds that Kuwaiti laws support such technologies but require updating to meet
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global data protection standards like the GDPR. Conclusion, the research recommends
establishing a national supervisory body for biometric data, along with an integrated
legal and Islamic framework that provides effective protections and prevents misuse.

Keywords: money laundering, the predicate offense, Kuwaiti law.
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