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DOCDEX Rules for Documentary Instrument
Disputes Resolution

Dr. Mudar Alyousef*
Abstract:

Objectives: This research aims to study the "DOCDEX Rules", highlighting their
key provisions and identifying their strengths and weaknesses. The ultimate goal is to de-
termine the significance and effectiveness of these rules in resolving documentary instru-
ment disputes and to evaluate the value of decisions issued under them. Methodology: The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to achieve the desired results. It thor-
oughly examines the DOCDEX Rules from various aspects to assess the importance of the
decisions issued under them in achieving the intended objectives. Findings: The research
reached several key conclusions, including: 1- Despite some drawbacks in the DOCDEX
Rules, the system is generally considered successful due to the speed of the process, its
low cost, the high technical expertise of the DOCDEX panels, and the recognition of these
decisions by national courts. These factors have strengthened the credibility of the DOC-
DEX Rules. 2- Although DOCDEX decisions are not legally binding, they offer significant
advantages and benefits, which have contributed to their considerable reference value in
resolving disputes. Conclusion: The research concludes with several recommendations,
including: 1- Revisiting Article 2 (3) of the DOCDEX Rules, which limits their scope and
restricts their application in commercial finance disputes involving transactions not gov-
erned by the rules issued by the International Chamber of Commerce. 2- Exploring the
possibility of utilizing the DOCDEX Rules both internationally and nationally by estab-
lishing a similar system that allows for the rapid and specialized resolution of documentary
instrument disputes, while ensuring that the issued decisions have legally binding authority.

Keywords: DOCDEX RULES - Documentary Instrument Disputes - Banking
Operations - International Chamber of Commerce - Appointed Experts - Technical
advisor - ICC Banking Committee - Non-binding decision.
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