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The Dispute between Iran and the United Arab
Emirates over the Islands in the Strait of Hor-
muz: Problems of Legal Characterisation

Dr. Vladislav Tolstykh *

Dr. Joni Aasi**
Abstract:

Objectives: The study of the dispute between Iran and the United Arab Emirates
over the islands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and Lesser Tunb highlights the geopolitical
dynamics, cultural and ideological tensions, and economic competition that characterise
this region. The approach adopted is analytical. The authors meticulously trace the his-
tory of the conflict, the positions of the stakeholders, and the legal approaches. They then
propose solutions to resolve it. Iran claims to have owned these islands for thousands of
years, referring to British documents and maps. Iran also questions the Arab occupation
of the islands during the 19th and 20th centuries. The United Arab Emirates disputes these
positions, citing the peaceful occupation by the Qassimi tribe and the concept of historical
roots. Results: This study shows that the position of the United Arab Emirates is solid
according to contemporary international legal theory and international courts. Other ap-
proaches, without consideration of colonial rule, could lead to different conclusions. The
‘Principle of Contiguity’ is an approach to a settlement that would meet the requirements
of peace and order in this region. In conclusion, it appears that the political dynamics at
work in non-European regions do not reflect those of the European continent. This dispar-
ity calls for the implementation of new legal approaches to resolving territorial disputes.

Keywords: Arab-Iranian relations, international law, international courts, Per-
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