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Protecting the Rights of Defendants in Light of
the Use of Psychological Evidence in UAE
Legislation: A Legal Study

Fatma Khamis Humaid Alnaqbi*
Abstract:

Objectives: This study aimed to explore psychoanalytic technique as a means of
proof in criminal proceedings and to analyze its significance and challenges within the
judicial system. It addressed the theoretical foundations of psychoanalysis and its applica-
tions in the legal field, focusing on its role in interpreting criminal behavior and assessing
the mental state of the accused. Methodology: The study relied on the descriptive analyt-
ical method and the comparative method by examining the judicial systems in the UAE,
Egypt, and France. It discussed the ethical and legal challenges related to the use of psy-
chological evidence in courts, particularly concerning the protection of defendants' rights
and ensuring fair trial. The study also addressed psychoanalytic methods in interrogation
and assessment and their impact on judicial procedures and decisions. Results: The study
concluded that psychoanalysis is of increasing importance in complex criminal cases and
that there is a necessity to develop unified standards for assessing and admitting psycho-
logical evidence in courts, noting the variance in how different judicial systems handle this
evidence. Conclusion: The study's recommendations included the necessity of incorporat-
ing specific standards in the Code of Criminal Procedure for accepting psychological evi-
dence, developing training programs for judges and lawyers, and establishing a specialized
committee to review judicial rulings based on psychological evidence, while emphasizing
the protection of defendants' rights and the confidentiality of psychological information.

Keywords: Psychoanalysis, Criminal Evidence, Defendants' Rights, Psycho-
logical Evidence, Criminal Justice.
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