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Delay for Individuals as a Basis for Civil
Liability of International Air Carriers:
A Comparative Study

Dr. Abdelrazek Wahba Sayed*

Abstract:

Objectives: This study analyzes air carrier liability for passenger delays under
the Warsaw (1929) and Montreal (1999) Conventions, focusing on legal standards, ex-
emptions, and the impact of passenger fault. It also proposes legal reforms to strengthen
passenger rights. Methodology: A comparative analytical approach was used, examin-
ing international conventions and national laws (Egyptian, French, American), support-
ed by case law and legal principles, to identify legal gaps and effects of shared fault.
Findings: The conventions lack a clear definition of “delay,” leading to varied court
interpretations. Overbooking and cancellations are not explicitly addressed, complicat-
ing liability assessment. Liability depends on proving fault by the carrier or passenger.
Conclusion: The study recommends defining “delay” in the conventions, setting clear
compensation standards, establishing independent compensation funds, raising passen-
ger awareness, and adjusting compensation limits to reflect economic realities.

Keywords: Liability, Air Carrier, Compensation, International Conventions..
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