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The Challenges of Integrating Sortition
into Bicameral Legislature

Dr. Simon Badran*

Abstract:

Objectives: This research seeks to explore the democratic potential of reinte-
grating sortition mechanisms into the institutional framework of representative systems,
through a proposal to hybridize bicameralism with randomly selected assemblies. The
study begins with a diagnosis of the crisis facing contemporary liberal democracies,
where electoral mechanisms increasingly produce deficient representation, fuel clien-
telism and patronage, and contribute to the short-termism of public policies. Methodol-
ogy: The researcher adopts a critical and analytical approach, drawing on contemporary
political and philosophical literature, as well as historical and current examples of sor-
tition in political practice. The aim is to reconsider the very concept of “representation”
and broaden its meaning to include more participatory and direct forms. Results: The
findings suggest that incorporating sortition can revitalize democratic institutions and
mitigate several dysfunctions inherent to electoral systems. It opens the door to more
inclusive and forward-looking policies. The study proposes a model of bicameralism in
which one chamber is elected, while the other is composed of citizens selected by lot
from among those who meet specific eligibility criteria and who receive prior political
training. This chamber would hold balancing legislative and oversight powers, helping
to represent marginalized groups and reinforce independence from partisan interests.
Conclusion: The study concludes that profound democratic reform does not necessarily
require abandoning representation, but rather restructuring it on fairer and more diverse
foundations—where structured randomness becomes a tool for restoring trust and po-
litical engagement.
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