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giving human rights a higher priority in the hierachy of foreign policy
objectives of the United States. (*)
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While these issues come up in prior congressional hearings, usually in the contex of
hearings on specific human rights treaties or the treatymaking power in general, they have

tended to be almost totaly obscured by concerns relating to the constitutionality of U.S.
participation in international human rights agreements,
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Thus for the first time in our history we now have an institutional structure
which gives U.S. foreign policy-makers the opportunity to be informed about
the human rights implications of their actions.
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At the risk of being accused of lack of realism, the writer submits that efforts
to persuade governments to become parties to the three instruments should
also be addressed to the government of the United States. In the early years,
the United States was a principal originator, sponsor, and influencial
supporter of the schem, including the idea of a protocol on petitions. In the
fifties, under the pressure of the advocates of the Bricker amendment the
United States discontinued its support for some times. It returned to a more
positive attitude in more recent years and voted in favour of the three
instruments in the 1966 general assembly.

It is clearly in the eminent interest not only of the United States and of the
west but also of the international community as a whole that an American
citizen “of recognized competence in the field of human rights” (art. 28 (2) of
the civil covenant) be eligible to serve on the human rights committee and that
the american for of civilization “and legal system”.
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The legal effect of United Nations’ Resolutions in support of the Palestine

Liberation Organization and the National Liberation Movements in Africa.
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“It is finally concluded that although United Nations activities in
support of the African movements have given rise to rules of
international law requiring similar support for those movements by
individual states, the recent activities in favor of the PLO have not
been the source of any such legal obligations™.
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A different conclusion must be reached, however, with respect to the PLO
while United Nations support for the African movements has lasted for more
than a decade, major United Nations effort in favor of the PLO date only
from the second half of 1974. The United Nations search for peace in the
Middle East has up to that time focused on Security council resolutions 242
(1967) and 338 (1973), which the PLO has denounced, and these resolutions
have never been abrogated by the council. The Principles enunciated in
United Nations in support of the PLO have therefore not been consistently
applied over a sufficient period of time to demonstrate their general
applicability to the Middle East situation ... ”
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1t can thus be concluded that the United States is not forbidden by any rule of
international law to assist Israel in its continued armed opposition to and
refusal to deal with the PLO. This is not to assist that any state may deny the
right of the Palestinian Arabs to self-determination. The PLO is simply not
the legally prescribed instrument for the realization of that right ....”
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