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Spencer Tucker, Editor, World War 1: The Definitive Encyclopedia and Document
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https://goo.gl/nZ2NZc (Retrieved on 20/5/2020). For further details on the evolution
of self- determination right see: Maya Abdullah, “The Right of Self-Determination in
International Law,” Master Thesis, The University of Goteborg, 2006, 8- 9.
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Self- Determination in International Law towards the 40 Anniversary of the
Adoption of ICCPR and ICESCR,” Perceptions (2005): 116.

Cop and Eymirlioglu,“The Right of Self- Determination,”116; Abdullah, “The  (¢)
Right of Self-Determination,” 17- 18 &Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), 226.
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The right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination: the indication of the
concept and its changes

Dr. Yaser Amouri*
May Barakat**

Abstract:

Objectives: This study addresses the right of the Palestinian people to self-de-
termination from the perspective of International law, then define its scope in the Pal-
estinian context, with the goal of tracing the changes that have occurred in the meaning
of this right. This will be examined in light of the shifts in the goals of the Palestinian
struggle as outlined in the charters and political programs of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), from the liberation of the homeland (Palestine) to the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state with a changing geography. Methodology: The study adopts
an analytical and comparative approach between the founding charters of the PLO, its
political programs, and the resolutions of the Palestinian National Council, which were
influenced by relevant United Nations decisions. The goal is to first define the scope of
the meaning of the right to self-determination, and then compare its scope in terms of
broadening or narrowing its interpretation. Results: This study concludes that there has
indeed been a semantic and legal change in the scope of the exercise of the mentioned
right, which is naturally linked to the geography of Palestine (Mandatory Palestine)
initially, and later to the changing geography of the Palestinian state. Conclusion: The
study concludes by questioning the geographical scope within which the Palestinian
people will exercise their right to self-determination, considering the continually chang-
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ing geography of the Palestinian state. This is particularly significant given that Pales-
tinian political discourse is based on a realistic approach, which acknowledges the facts
on the ground, foremost of which is the recognition of the State of Israel.

Keywords: The right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, Inalien-
able Rights of the Palestinian People, Palestine as the homeland, the Palestinian state.
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