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Rehabilitation & Integration of Prisoners
outside the Closed Environment: A Critical
Study in Light of Algerian Legislation

Prof. Mohamed Amine OUKIL¥*
Abstract:

Objectives: This aim of study to clarify and analyze the current penal policy
of the Algerian legislator to implement the principles of social defense and humane
treatment of prisoners, which see punishment as a tool for rehabilitating and inte-
grating prisoners into society, when practiced through more flexible systems such as
those applied outside the closed environment of detention, namely: the external work-
shop system, the semi-freedom system, and the open environment system. Where we
haveclarified the specificity of these systems in detail and how to organize them in
national legislation in terms of stating the conditions for benefiting from them and
the procedures for placing prisoners in them. Method: We have adopted an analytical
approach primarily to deduce the concepts and measures of placement in the studied
integration systems, and to clarify their legal characteristics, in addition to following
the comparative approach as a secondary measure to clarify the differences between
each of these systems and their impact on achieving punitive deterrence. Results: The
study reached a set of theoretical conclusions that show the nature of integration sys-
tems outside the closed environment as complementary penal models to the original
penalty, which is imprisonment, and not as an alternative to it. They aim to raise the
social and psychological level and help the prisoner integrate into his natural environ-
ment after the end of the sentence. The study also concluded by stating the practical
challenges that hinder the actual application of social integration systems that face
their implementation in the current practice, especially the sometimes complex ad-
ministrative requirements to benefit from them or the appropriate material capabilities
to embody them. Conclusion: In light of these results, the study concluded with some
recommendations, the most important of which is calling on the legislator to review
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the conditions and measures of the situation in social integration systems in detail and
in accordance with the characteristics and circumstances of the prisoner’s situation
in each of them. In this context, we propose reclassifying the systems of placement
outside the closed environment with the establishment of a clear distinction and gra-
dation in the conditions and methods of benefiting from each system, to be consistent
with its special nature, and with the extent of the prisoner’s ability to benefit from the
rehabilitation opportunities associated with it.

Keywords: closed environment, outdoor workshops, open environment, semi-free-

dom, social rehabilitation.
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