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The powers of the Security Council to use the
armed forces to maintain international peace
and security “ Legal study” - Iraq as a model

Dr. Abdelwahab Kareem Hamed*
Dr. Musab Youssef*

Abstract

The objective of this study is to clarify the role of the Security Council in re-
solving international disputes within the framework of the legal nature set for it, to
measure the powers of the Security Council in accordance with the Charter of the Unit-
ed Nations, and to analyze the discretionary power of the Security Council in deciding
whether aggression, a threat to peace, or a breach of it occurred. The study adopted the
Iraq case to question the use of military measures between legal legitimacy and polit-
ical need. The study relied on the descriptive qualitative approach and the case study
adapted it to the nature of the subject. The legal analysis approach was also used with
regard to the legal texts of international charters and resolutions. The study addressed
a number of questions that address its main problem: What is the role of the Security
Council in resolving international disputes within the framework of the legal nature set
for it. What are the powers of the Security Council in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations? What is the nature of the Security Council’s discretionary power to
decide whether there has been aggression, a threat to peace, or a breach thereof? What
are the Council’s uses of the measures of repression that are taken in cases of threats
to peace, breach of it, and the occurrence of aggression? What are the measures that
require the use of the armed forces and the extent of the need to resort to these mea-
sures? The results of the study concluded that the international organization is deficient

* Associate Professor of International Law and International Relations, Sultan Qaboos
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**  Assistant Professor in Politics and Constitutional Law, Sultan Qaboos University, Col-
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in determining the authority of the Security Council to use military measures, and the
great powers give priority to their political interests at the expense of their observance
of legal legitimacy. The conclusion of the research was that the Council’s use of the
armed forces in measures of repression to maintain international peace and security
is a double-edged sword. Although it is necessary, it can be dangerous if the military
measures failed to achieve the goal.

Keywords: military sanctions, Security Council, international conflicts,

aggression, veto (veto).
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