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International Responsibility for the
Recruitment of Children in
Military Actions

Dr. Abdul Salam Al-Anazi*
Abstract:

Objectives: This study seeks to shed light on the rights of recruited children
and to show the weaknesses in the international agreements related to them. Therefore,
research into international responsibility for the recruitment of children is an important
topic, and therefore states must provide special protection for children to prevent their
exploitation or assault or prevent serious and inhumane violations that affect them, such
as their recruitment in armed actions. Methodology:Through this study, we will follow
the analytical approach as well as the descriptive approach. Results: The International
Criminal Court is competent to hold accountable anyone who has committed the crime
of recruiting children, whether as an original or contributing party, and no one who en-
joys immunity is exempt from criminal accountability, whether he is a head of state or
government - The recruitment of children and their direct use in hostilities is a violation
of the rules of international humanitarian law and international human rights law. The
recruitment of children entails international responsibility in all its forms, i.e. individ-
ual international criminal responsibility and international civil responsibility of states.
Conclusion: The necessity of amending Article (147) of the Fourth Geneva Convention
of 1949, and Article (85) of the First Geneva Protocol of 1977, so that the crime of re-
cruiting children is included among the serious violations of international humanitarian
law, in order to fill the gaps related to the involvement of children in wars in a manner
consistent with the rules of modern international humanitarian law. - The necessity of
obligating all countries to take all necessary measures, whether legislative, executive,
judicial or administrative, to protect children from recruitment.

Keywords: International responsibility for the recruitment of children Fourth
Geneva Convention First Geneva Protocol International Criminal Court.
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