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Tax Limitation
(A comparative study in Syrian,
Egyptian and Kuwaiti Legislation)

Dr. Mona Mahmoud Idelbi*
Abstract:

Objectives: The research aims to discuss the issue of tax limitations in Kuwait,
Syria, and Egypt, because it is one of the most problematic ways of extinguishing the
tax debt. The importance of studying it lies in the necessity of maintaining the stability
of transactions on the one hand, that people mustn’t continue to be charged with tax
indefinitely and remain under the specter of claiming a debt of Tax at any time. and on
the other hand to maintaining the tax as it is the most important revenue of the state.
That we must protect this right within the legal controls. The problem of the research re-
volves around the method of calculating the statute of limitations periods and knowing
the reasons for its interruption to overcome the disputes that occur between taxpayers
and the tax administration. Methodology: The research relied on the descriptive ana-
lytical comparative method, where we shed light on the reality in the countries under
comparison, and analyzed all the legal texts related to this topic to reach the results
and solutions. Results: The most important results of the research can be summarized
that both the Syrian and Kuwaiti legislators stipulated a statute of limitations about
the state ability to collect the tax without assessing it, while the Egyptian legislator
stipulated a statute of limitations for the state’s right to assess the tax and ignored the
statute of limitations for the state’s rights to collect. We also concluded that the tax stat-
ute of limitations period in Syria is the longest ( fifteen years ) compared to Egypt and
Kuwait, where it is only five years, and that the claim of statute of limitations in Syria
is considered as a part of the public order, unlike Egypt and Kuwait, also the Kuwaiti
and Egyptian legislators consider that the tax declaration is an executive instrument
In itself, while the Syrian legislator did not consider it as such, with the important
consequences that this entails in terms of the statute of limitations, finally, comparative
legislation differed in starting the calculation of the limitations. Conclusion: The re-
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search concluded by calling on the Syrian legislator to shorten the statute of limitations
similar to what was stated in Egyptian and Kuwaiti legislation, and must to distinguish
between the taxpayer who submitted his returns and the taxpayer who evaded the tax,
as well as amending the approach of the Syrian legislator with regard to determining
the start of the statute of limitations regarding the real profits tax to keep in line with the
approach of the legislators. Egyptian and Kuwaiti, and considering the tax declaration
as an executive document, and the research demanded the necessity of stipulating the
provisions of the tax statute of limitations in one piece of legislation.

Keywords: tax limitations, tax expiration, tax debt, tax abatement.
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