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The International Status of Palestine
during the Mandate period

Prof. Wael Ahmed Allam*
Abstract:

Objectives: Palestine was subject to the mandate system established by the
League of Nations and was placed under the British Mandate from 1922 to 1948. The
Mandate period is considered a significant phase that cannot be overlooked, as Pales-
tine transitioned from being part of the Ottoman Empire to an entity under the British
administration. This research aims to analyze the status of Palestine during the Man-
date period from the perspective of international law and to identify the practical legal
implications of this status for the future of Palestine. Methodology: The research re-
lies on the descriptive and analytical approaches to examine international documents
related to Palestine during the Mandate period. It also uses an inductive approach in
terms of referring to legal texts, judicial decisions, and scholarly opinions, to form a
clear, comprehensive understanding of the international status of Palestine during this
time. Results: The research concludes that Palestine was established as a state by Tur-
key’s relinquishment of sovereignty over it in the Treaty of Lausanne. Furthermore, the
League of Nations considered Palestine an independent state that falls under category
“A” of the Mandate. The League’s Covenant required that Palestine be administered by
a mandated state in accordance with the principle that the welfare and development of
the Palestinian people constitute a sacred trust for civilization to lead them to full inde-
pendence. The sacred trust of civilization towards Palestine still exists. The sacred trust
requires the activation of the principle of self-determination that leads to the Palestinian
state. Conclusion: The future of “Palestine” is crucial for global peace. Failing to find a
solution not only threatens stability in the Arab region, but also has negative effects on
the world and on the credibility of international law itself. Developing a future vision
for Palestine requires revisiting its international status during the Mandate period, as
this status serves as a fundamental starting point for discussions on its future.

Keywords: Palestine, League of Nations, Treaty of Lausanne, Mandate,
self-determination.

* Professor of Public International Law - College of Law - University of Sharjah.
Email: wallam@sharjah.ac.ae

- Submitted: 21/1/2021, Accepted: 24/6/2021.

All Rights Reserved-Academic Publication Council-Kuwait University.
(To Cite P. 298 )

202474 sao il L




Qi 8533 e Galacaldl Sgall 35 pall

O pad s calall Joall o3l 3Bl cate sand Silg .o
Sl Sl say (ohleyl) &8,Lall dasls — ¢ s3lall LK ala)
:LH)AJI Joall Taalay Lusyl 3siat ailall Luyall Ball 3Ll
Laalay wlaiiy) il Ly sl gose Laelas 515 3Gy
Godat oall sgaally sudlaey - sSuisilly (ousd daslas dbas!sS
waall .YV ale culilsd data Lle Jusls o gl i oLyl
Lol s llls aladl ol 63 lal) Jlase (3 &iganlly cldl3all e

el

wallam@sharjah.ac.ae : Jiasyl

ralgcitiestU
dsial dlae 1wyl 8518 ST cpalaada) Joull 3Soal (Y- YE) L Jily adle
NAA-YE0 ((8) EA o oSl danls

To Cite:

Allam, Wael. (2024). The International Status of Palestine during the

Mandate period. Journal of Law, Kuwait University, 48(4), 245-298.
- J

BT oo gilile




NS JﬂNﬂL QE l.ﬂwJ

A Refereed Academic Quarterly, Published by the Academic Publication Council - University of Kuwait

The International Status of Palestine
during the Mandate period.

Prof. Wael Ahmed Allam

Cygdll daoly
KUWAIT UNIVERSITY

P-ISSN: 1029 - 6069
E-ISSN: 2960 - 2742

No. 4 - Vol. 48

Jamada I1 1446 - December 2024




