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Natural resources management in the Iraqi
Constitution of 2005

“The relationship between the federal government and
the Kurdistan Regional Government as a model”

Dr. Khairi Ibrahim Murad*
Abstract:

Objectives: This study aims to clarify the position of the constitutional legisla-
tor on an issue that is considered one of the most complex and complex issues, which
is the management of natural resources, specifically oil and gas. Since the constitution
was drawn up in 2005 and until now, when we are in the year 2024, how to manage
this wealth has not been resolved, especially between the federal government and the
Kurdistan Regional Government. Film A federal law will be established to manage this
natural wealth. This study attempts to develop ideas or visions to get out of this complex
problem, by offering solutions on how to manage wealth, and this includes the issue
of how to produce and export. Methodology: The study relied on the analytical and
descriptive method. I have tried to analyze the constitutional text according to a clear
vision regarding who has priority in managing this wealth, because each side of the con-
flict believes that it has priority in management. Results: This study produced several
results, including, for example, the constitutional legislator considered that oil and gas
in all regions and governorates is the property of the Iraqi people. The management of
the current oil and gas fields shall be by the federal government with the involvement of
the regional or governorate government. The establishment of the federal government
and the regional and governorate government is not Organized in a region to develop
and formulate a strategic policy for developing oil fields to reach the maximum benefit
for the Iraqi people, the regional law shall have priority when it conflicts with a federal
law in the case of joint powers. The Kurdistan Regional Government manages the oil
wealth in the region on the basis that they are future rights, and the constitution did
not indicate how to manage them, and therefore this is considered one of the powers
assigned to it under the Iraqi constitution. Conclusion: This study produced ideas, solu-
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tions, or suggestions that would make the management of this natural wealth acceptable
to all parties to the conflict, whether the federal government or the Kurdistan Regional
Government. For example, we recommend amending the constitution with regard to
texts related to the management of natural wealth, especially texts (110, 111, and 112),
as they are ambiguous and unclear. In the event of difficulty amending the constitution,
we recommend that the federal government and the regional government resort to the
Federal Supreme Court to clarify and clarify the constitutional text and find out who has
the right to manage oil and gas, whether exclusive management or joint management, in
the event of not agreeing on a consensual formula on how to manage oil and gas in the
region, and this What really happened.

Keywords: natural resources, constitutional organization, the Iraqi Constitu-
tion of 2005, oil and gas, the Kurdistan region, the federal government, regions, gov-
ernorates not organized into a region, current fields and future fields.
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