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Proposal foraRegulation laying down harmonised rules on artificial intelligence, ()
Brussels, 21.4.2021, COM(2021) 206 final <https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0206&from=EN> accessed on
23August 2021.
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to the Commission on Civil Law Rules on Robotics (European Parliament 2017).
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The Legal Status of intelligent Robotics and the
Liability of the Operator- an Analytical Study
of Bahraini and Comparative Law

Dr. Wafa Yaqoob Janahi*
Abstract

Objectives: In light of the controversy among jurists, this study aims to de-
termine the legal basis for the liability of the robot’s operator, notably with the emer-
gence of robots possessing artificial intelligence (Al), which enables them to ‘learn’
and make decisions independent of human intervention. Methodology: In this study,
a comparative-analytical approach is adopted by analyzing and comparing relevant
legal texts with modern legislations regulating robots to demonstrate the suitability
and the shortcomings of the current legislations on tort liability for application to
damages resulting from the robots’ actions. Results: The most prominent results may
be summarized as follows: 1- The Bahraini legislator and the comparative legislators
have not recognized robots as a legal person. Therefore, the most appropriate legal
classification for robots is to consider them among the things that require special care,
even if there are smart robots possessing a degree of independence. 2- Classifying the
liability of the robot’s operator as a guardian of dangerous machinery/thing on the ba-
sis of the presumption of fault. In contrast, the European Parliament issued a decision
in February 2017 regarding issuing the European Civil Law Rules on Robotics, which
adopted the idea of proving fault. Conclusion: The study concluded with several
recommendations, prominently: 1. Obliging the robot's operator to issue an insurance
policy which is compulsory according to the law covering the damages that may arise
from its use. 2- Legalizing the robots before circulating them in the country to avoid
loss or prolongation of rights.

Keywords: Robot, artificial intelligence, tort liability, legal person, caretaker’s

liability, human agent, insurance.
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