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The Attendance of the Resigned Kuwaiti
Government as a Condition for the Validity of
Convening or Continuing the Session
of the National Assembly

Prof. Adel Altabtabaei*
Abstract:

Objectives: The research aims to clarify the severity of the conflict between the
legislative and executive branches in a significant issue regarding the attendance of the
resigned government at the National Assembly sessions which is according to the last
paragraph of Article (116) of the Constitution: “... the Goverment must be represented
in the Assembly sessions by its head or some of its members.”. The Legislative Com-
mittee of the National Assembly has interpreted this provision as an obligation on the
government branch to attend, but it does not obligate the National Assembly, allowing
the National Assembly to hold its sessions without the government’s presence. How-
ever, this interpretation does not align with the explicit text of the Constitution. Fur-
thermore, and since 1963, the constitutional custom has established that sessions shall
not be held without the attendance of the government. Furthermore, the same custom
established that National Assembly sessions are considered invalid if the government
withdraws from the session. Methodology: This paper adopts a descriptive analyti-
cal method to the constitutional text. Findings: The most significant finding of this
research is that the established constitutional custom confirming the ruling of the last
paragraph of Article (116) of the Constitution should put an end to the dispute over
this article. Conclusion: The research concludes with the necessity of not wasting the
Assembly’s time on raising issues that have been clarified by constitutional custom..

Keywords:Constitution, Legislative Committee, National Assembly, Govern-
ment, Constitutional Custom.
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