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Non-Kuwaiti Right of Owning Real Estate
in Kuwait

Dr. Bashayer Salah Abdullah Alghanim*
Abstract:

Objectives: This study aims at identifying the stand of the Kuwaiti legislator
towards non-Kuwaitis whether Arabs or not, as well as towards the natural and legal
persons in owning real state in Kuwait, besides the conditions stipulated to enjoy
this right. Method: The study took an analytical descriptive approach and came up
with some results. Results: The most important outcome is, the Kuwaiti legislator
used terms that express Arab nationalism which resulted in foreigners, non-Arabs,
cannot own real estate in Kuwait. The study also found that Kuwaiti Companies with
non-Kuwaitis partners are deprived of this right. We perceive this as shortcoming of
the Kuwaiti legislator’s right of attracting investments. Conclusion: The study pro-
poses, the most important of which is replacing the word “Arab” by “non-Kuwaiti” or
“foreigner” so to be more inclusive, in addition to provide provision deals with real
estate ownership to the ones who lost their Kuwaiti Nationality.

*  Assiciate Professor in Private International Law, Faculty of Law, Kuwait University.
Email: bashayer.alghanim@ku.edu.kw
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