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«It brought into sharp relief the sometimes-overlooked fact that an
international court has to be closely geared to the requirements of the political
community which it is designed to serve. All international disputes are in
one sense political (as, in another, they are legal) and the decision to seek
a solution of a dispute by that particular method of diplomatic procedure
known as judicial settlement is as much a political decision as one to seek
a solution by some other method. The United Nations represents a stage in
the institutionalization of international diplomatic procedures, and the Court
forms part of the standing machinery at the disposal of international diplomacy

for the solution of international disputes,®).
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perplexity : Essay in honour of Shabtai Rosenne, Dordrecht, Nijhoff, 1989, p. 563.

Sh. ROSENNE, The international Court of Justice an essay in political and (¢¢)
legal theory, 1957, Leyden, London, p. 56.
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Contribution of the International Court of Jus-
tice to the management of contemporary inter-
national crises

Dr. Abdulsalam Housain Alanzi*

Abstract:

Objectives: This study aims to show the extent of the contribution made by
the International Court of Justice to the management of contemporary international
crises, which cannot be underestimated, and this contribution depends in fact on two
main factors: one is essential related to the work of the Court in reality, and the other
is external linked to the will of States to settle their disputes by judicial means. Meth-
odology: This study relied on the descriptive and analytical approach to clearly state
his ideas.

Results

1) The Court can only consider cases that States are willing to bring before it, and
the State usually remains reluctant to resort to the Court, especially if its legal
situation is sensitive and wants to avoid the risk of conviction, which weakens
the role of the Court in resolving international crises.

2) The obstacles arising from the failure to revise the statute of the Court and the
Charter of the United Nations still constitute a major obstacle to the resolution
of international crises, as the Statute of the Court, which dates to 1946, needs to
be revised to keep pace with the development of international relations and the
diversity of their crises.

3) The slow pace of litigation proceedings before the International Court of Justice
limits the will of States to settle their disputes before international jurisdiction,
especially when an armed conflict requires prompt legal action.
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4) The Court showed wide flexibility by following a judicial policy that was par-
allel to diplomacy, through which it pushed the parties to take the path of nego-
tiation and resolve their dispute amicably through several cases submitted to it.

Conclusion: Within the framework of its contentious jurisdiction, the Court
can only consider cases that States are willing to bring before it, the State usually
remains reluctant to resort to it when it considers that its legal situation is sensitive
and wants to avoid the risk of condemnation, however, the international community
has formed a turning point in recent decades towards international legitimacy and the
priority of applying international law, and this is reflected in the increasing tendency
of States to resort to the International Court of Justice for the judicial resolution of
their disputes She is becoming more and more aware of the importance of prioritizing
law in her mutual relations.

Opening remarks: International Court of Justice, Contemporary International
Crisis Management, Preventive role, Precautionary measures.
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