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A Critical Historical Reading of Election and
Sortition

Dr. Simon Badran
Abstract:

Given the understanding derived from Montesquieu, Rousseau and other En-
lightenment philosophers and political thinkers between the opposition of, on one
hand, sortition as a democratic mechanism and, on the other hand, election as an
aristocratic instrument, this paper considers why, after the American and French revo-
lutions, sortition was not conceived as a viable mechanism for a system of governance
based on foundational beliefs in the democratic equality of all citizens. We argue that
the historical “triumph of election” over sortation at the time of the birth of modern
representative government was a consequence of the natural right of consent, along-
side circumstantial and ideational factors.
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