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ICC-WHO Joint Statement: An Unprecedented Private Sector Call To Action (")
To Tackle COVID-19, Press Statement (March 16, 2020) available at: https://
www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-03-2020-icc-who-joint-statement-an-unprece-
dented-private-sector-call-to-action-to-tackle-covid-19.

WHO Director-General’s Opening Remarks At the Media Briefing on COVID- (Y)
19-11 March 2020, Secretary-General Statement (March 11, 2020). The
Statement Stated: “We have therefore made the assessment that COVID-19 can

be characterized as a pandemic.” Available at: https://www.who.int/dg/
speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-
on-covid-19---11-march-2020.

Angelo Amante & Crispian Balmer, Italy in Coronavirus Lockdown as Deaths (Y)
Soar and Economy Fades, Reuters (March 10, 2020) available at: https://
www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy/streets-deserted-as-italy-im-
poses-unprecedented-coronavirus-lockdown-idUSKBN20X11D.

_ YN uluve Lng_n_]"n_hn



Ol dass 3

o sl 5 Wlae sl =333 el Jiay cpdyall SLER) pial Leals sl
oo Sy o Laiil gl Juol gs Gua (gAY Jull

Iyl amall sandl ells L3 Loy elaia¥l selall LGS 3 sulaall Jass
Tamid (S L) S cadi gl cils I pulitll sda il sy
sles ioallall WLt e padl 580 Lad L olSy Jadll 558 &sdag
ALY e oSl Laudh L G0 qooa ) Doladl alidaly wsil el
e Cidailly gl G DoolaiB¥y Llail oLIEY) Led Lo Ll claalaal s
858 clalgd (JEa) Juw o uall cnual wolSpad e pulaall sda 506
5 e agilieY Culaall Goorand o el saal JAIW L sla) Gay 5580
Dland Dlas 5l gl L iy csladl Gpidiall g uibasll Lyl
(0 sl uliiy gsdll il e Logllac]

podsal b Lats JAl Lol L gheel selgd e Sgislh agall coud
Joall 5 Uail sgmgs Js3IS loylas Bue Lulpall Al ghamall Bl 36 ol JM

ety Los gy 58 93 30y Suniadl Llghunadl 3323 ) BLAYL ¢ griall i
Tl Ugall e g sasl D0le] oo Wil ol olal 5 LYl <
e Pl Gl iaall Sl ol sia S llaad Sua ol [ al
sia S 5 dgie Ly Gupdl Led L 0 Dl LS gl Dlghens
ey allall Jss JS Ul 38 65805 o Lala el 1 e Za3B L1281y Slaad]
lia a8 e Ly Logls Ughus Goueall s Jgi S5 LS Sl Cilsn o
Ja el Sa¥ IS 13l Soapaill SLAAl el e g sall GIAYL Jas Soll
il of Sellal Jgus ciiad 3 SLadlly a1 US de ol Lals oSe
L sy ol Glal 5 yhunall g pudise Julad Cllhy allaYl sla e
Joall LeSaay ol elzdll palaial ua ) &La] o Iall cigl i cpall e
Sm ol Giasall 5l Al oo Jla b maall Slas 5 &l
Alall i COVID-19 elyy 5 cones dyall Llyanall ol 51 Semsall (il
LeSlae LS S Sasall i3y @lal sia i Gl &b b3 siey
) sl LB s Dl Jand) ZeSae oLl

Federica Paddeu & Freya Jephcott, COVID-19 and Defences in the Law of  (¢)
State Responsibility, 1 European J. Inte’l L. (March 17, 2020).
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Rainbow Warrior Case (New Zealand v. France) (1990) 82 I.L.R. 500. In July (A)
1985. Available at: https://legal.un.org/riaa/cases/vol _XX/215-284.pdf
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Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 2001, vol. IT (Part Two). Text
reproduced as it appears in the annex to General Assembly resolution 56/83 of
12 December 2001, and corrected by document A/56/49(Vol. I)/Corr.4.
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Factory at Chorzow (Germany. v. Poland), 1927 P.C.I.J. (ser. A) No. 9 (July (\Y)
26), para 127 stated: “The Tribunal shall decide all disputes on the basis of the
provisions of this Convention, and on the general principles of law, and of
equity. "It shall be competent to decide the amount, if any, of compensation to

be made to the injured Party by the Party found guilty of any infraction of the
provisions of this Convention".

Phosphates in Morocco (Italy v. France), 1938 P.C.L.J. (ser. A/B) No. 74 (June 14). (\Y)

Corfu Channel, (U.K. v. Albania), 1948 1.C.J. 15 (Mar. 25). (\¢)
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John Kelson, State Responsibility and the Abnormally Dangerous Activity, 13 (\1)
Harv. Int’l. L. J. 197 (1972). Also see; Responsibility and Liability Under
International Law for Environmental Damage, JUSTITIA ET PACE- INSTI-
TUT DE DROIT INTERNATIONAL, Art. 4, At 3 (1997).
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Trail Smelter Arbitration (United States v. Canada) Arbitral Trib., 3 U.N. Rep. (V)

Int’l Arb. Awards 1905 (1941).
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See; Tullio Scovazzi, State Responsibility for Environmental Harm, 12 YB Int’l (V%)
Envtl. L. 43 (2001) & J.G. Lammers, International Responsibility and Liability for
Damage Caused by Environmental Interferences, 31 Envtl. Pol’y & L. 42 (2001).
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2019 novel coronavirus in Wuhan, China, 395 The Lancet 10223, 497 (February
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Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (New Application: 2002) (¢4)

(Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Rwanda) I.C.J. Judgment, (2002) para 99.
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Application of the International Convention for the Suppression of the (o )
Financing of Terrorism and of the International Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Ukraine v. Russian Federation) 1.C.J.
Preliminary Objections, Judgment, (2019) para 113.

Swargodeep Sarkar, Liability of China for Covid19 Outbreak, State Responsi- (eV)
bility, and Jurisdictional Challenges, Modern Diplomacy (April 13, 2020)
available at: https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/04/13/liability-of-china-for-cov-
id19-outbreak-state-responsibility-and-jurisdictional-challenges/
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World Health Assembly, 20. (?1967)?. WHO Nomenclature Regulations)1967 (oY)
(Art. 6 states: “Each Member shall, under Article 64 of the Constitution,
provide the Organization on request with statistics prepared in accordance with

these Regulations and not communicated under Article 63 of the Constitution™.

Art. 7 states: “3. Any revisions of the International Classification of Diseases
adopted by the World Health Assembly pursuant to Article 2 of these
Regulations shall enter into force on such date as is prescribed by the World
Health Assembly and shall, subject to the exceptions hereinafter provided,
replace any earlier classifications”.
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Peter Tzeng, Taking China to the International Court of Justice over COVID- (oY)
19, 2 European J. Inte’l L. (April 2, 2020).
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WHO Director-General’s Statement on IHR Emergency Committee on Novel (o¢)
Coronavirus, WHO Statement (January 22, 2020). Available at: https://
www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-statement-on-ihr-emer-
gency-committee-on-novel-coronavirus.

Peter Hasson, Top WHO Official Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Won Election (¢ 0)
with China’s Help. Now He’s Running Interference for China on Coronavirus,

Daily Caller (March 22, 2020).

Karen Teber, WHO’s Delayed PHEIC Decision and Wuhan Transportation (o)
Shutdown, Georgetown Univ. Medical Center. (2020).
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Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v. (°A)

United States of America) [.C.J. Merits, Judgment (1984) para 271.
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David Fidler, SARS, Governance and the Globalization of Disease, 61 (2004). ()
Paul Farmer, Social Inequalities and Emerging Infectious Diseases, 2 Emerging (V)
Infectious Diseases 259, 267 (1996), David Fidler, International Law and
Infectious Diseases, (1999), & Hiroshi Nakajima, Global Disease Threats and
Foreign Policy, 4 Brown J. World Aff. 319 (1997).
Dennis Pirages, Microsecurity: Disease Organisms and Human Well?Being, 18 (1Y)
Wash. Q. 5, 11 (2010).
George Alleyne, Health and National Security, 30 Bull P.A.H.O 158, 160 ('\\”)
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WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (2003), available at: https:// (19)
www.who.int/fctc/text_download/en/

CESCR General Comment No. 14: The Right to the Highest Attainable (171)
Standard of Health (Art. 12) UN. Doc. E/C.12/2000/4 (2000) para 16, available

at: https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4538838d0.pdf
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See; L. Caplan, State Immunity, Human Rights, and Jus Cogens: A Critique of (V)
the Normative Hierarchy Theory, 97 AM. J. Int’l L.741-781 (2003), & N.
Swazo. The Right to Health, International Law, and Economic Justice, 5
Internet J. L. Healthcare Ethics. 1(2006).

Shishir Gupta, UNSC Won’t Discuss Covid-19; China Blocks it With Help (\A)
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https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/unsc-wont-discuss-covid-19-china-
blocks-it-with-help-from-russia-south-africa/ar-BB11M6cS?li = AAggbRN
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China’s Responsibility for the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic before the international
court of justice.

Dr. Deymah Alweqyan

The spread of the epidemic COVID-19 caused the declaration of a State
Emergency in many countries of the world, which caused many precautionary
decisions and measures in order to limit its spread among people, but it turned
out to be having a great speed of spread causing the collapse of many health
systems around the world, where it pushed governments to adopt measures that
included social distancing, quarantine, isolation, and travel restrictions. These
measures, along with the virus itself, did not only had significant personal and
human costs, but also it had a wider impact on the global economy.

As a result of all the losses and damages suffered by the countries, many of
them insisted on accusing China - where the virus started - with international
responsibility for all that happened, demanding compensation for all the
resulting losses. Given the extent to which China is responsible for this epidemic,
we see that China bears a large part of responsibility as a result of everything the
world suffered because of this epidemic.

China dealt with the international community with a lack of clarity and
transparency, and did not provide the World Health Organization with all the
information and studies necessary to prevent the spread of the epidemic from its
inception, but rather insisted on asserting that all things were under control and
that this virus does not constitute any danger to the world as it can be easily
contained. China, by hiding information and not clarifying the facts, has
violated many international rules, whether in terms of international agreements
such as the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, or the Constitution of
the World Health Organization, which affirms the necessity of a State’s
obligation to inform it of all relevant accurate information regarding any disease
or health symptoms in the country which could affect the international
community, in addition to violating the rules of customary international law by
dealing with States and international organizations with the principle of good
faith.
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