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The impact of young age on international
criminal liability
between Jordanian and international law

Dr. Alshible Mohamad Shible

This study relates to the subject of the required age for liability or criminal
liability, where legislations and legal systems often establish the full criminal liability
after reaching the age of 18 years. However, this is somewhat different under interna-
tional criminal law, meaning that the age of criminal liability for international crimes
is different in international law from national law in two aspects, which the study
has reached. The first aspect is that the liability is only for those 18 years of age, and
therefore no liability for those who are less. In national law, liability after the age of
12 is shown in Jordanian law as a model, but it is a mitigating liability that will not be
completed until the age of 18. The second aspect is that there is a trend in international
law, to reduce the age of criminal liability to 18 years, which is the Statute of the In-
ternational Criminal Court for Sierra Leone, which is competent to prosecute natural
persons who have completed the age of 15 years. It was therefore recommended that
the age of international criminal liability for international crimes be reduced to 15
years to address the phenomenon of child soldiers, and that the recruitment of children
into national and international law should be criminalized.

The researcher dealt with these topics in three subjects. The concept of crimi-
nal liability and the role of age in its first topic was discussed. It also discusses the
compensations of non-international criminal liability for youths in international field
in the second subject. The third topic is devoted to the compensations of non-interna-
tional criminal liability for youths at national level.
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