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The impact of the (COVID- 19) virus pandemic
on the labor contract In the Palestinian law

Ibrahim K.A. Yahya
Arab American University - Palestine

The research discusses the legal aspects of the different impact of COVID-19
virus pandemic affects on the labor contract, depending on pandemic’s legal adjust-
ment, as the research concluded that the authority of the employer is multiplied ac-
cording to the law articles, with different conditions of each one. Thus, the employer
can terminate the labor contract in the event that the pandemic is adapted as a force
majeure that led to absolute impossibility in establishments that can’t work under the
the safety procedures, which leads to the impossibility of execution, and the employer
can amend the contract by changing the nature of the work of the employee to coun-
ter the pandemic according to the provision of Article (32). While it is obligated to
apply the text of Article (38) regarding suspending the contract while continuing to
pay wages in connection with the administrative closure based on the administrative
decisions issued after the declaration of the state of emergency, without the need to
consider the pandemic as a force majeure, as the required according to the article is
the administrative closure itself whatever Cause as long as it is not up to the employer.
Finally, the employer can terminate the contract according to the Article (41) if the
pandemic leads to the loss, or in case of technical change, according to the modern
“hardship” criterion, and with regard to the amendment and suspension choices before
resorting to Termination, taking into account the various guarantees of the employee.
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