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The Legal Framework for the Criminal Protec-
tion of Children Abandoned in Hospitals in
Kuwait and its Compliance with the International
Standards on Child Rights

Dr. Eiman Khaled Alqattan
Abstract:

Although the Kuwaiti Child Rights Act (212015/) and Criminal
Code (161960/) set the basic legal framework for protecting children in
Kuwait from crimes, one group of children in Kuwait is the least visible,
most forgotten and arguably at high risk for different forms of violence.

This is the group of children who are abandoned in hospitals.

This is the first study to discuss legal issues related to the status
of this group of children in Kuwait. These children, who are not
necessarily sick, are abandoned alone in various Kuwaiti hospitals for
a number of reasons, but it appears they are most commonly children
of non-Kuwaiti mothers. The Kuwaiti Family Custody Act (802015/),
which regulates the rights of children of unknown parents, clearly
states that it protects any child abandoned for any reason only if that
child’s mother is Kuwaiti. Therefore, this study applies a reform-
oriented research type to examine the legal framework protecting
these abandoned children under Kuwaiti criminal law. Specifically
analysing the Kuwaiti Child Rights Act (212015/), the Kuwaiti Family
Custody Act (802015/) and the laws of the Kuwaiti Criminal Code
(161960/), the study intensively evaluates the adequacy of existing
rules and policies as a legal framework for criminal protection given

the status of these children.
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This analysis suggests that although it could be argued that
basic criminal law protects the rights of these children abandoned
in hospitals, practical policies are lacking to help implement these
legal protections in a way that can help them. As a result, Kuwait
neglects some standard rights of these children as imposed by the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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