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The Criminal Responsibility of Accidents
Caused by Autonomous Vehicles: an analytic
study in comparative Laws

Dr. Mohammad Naser AL-Tamimi

This research focuses on criminal legal issues posed by autonomous
vehicles which artificial intelligence plays an essential role in controlling and
driving the vehicle instead of human being. Therefore, the control element which
is a legal element in proving criminal responsibility can be problematic. In more
detail, if an accident is caused by an autonomous vehicle it means that the
control element that should be proved is the autonomous vehicle not an
individual or human. However, proving the control element of autonomous
vehicles when causing an accident is not a determinatively proved matter
because human element might have a role in causing the traffic accident such as
an accident caused by a human driving the autonomous vehicle or by a hacker
of the electronic system of that autonomous vehicle. Therefore, there is a need to
examine to what extent the Kuwaiti criminal laws cover and regulate
technological developments of autonomous vehicles and whether it is possible
under Kuwaiti criminal laws assigning criminal responsibility for these traffic
accidents caused autonomous vehicles.

The Methodology of the Study:

This research adopts essentially the critical analysis methodology when
examining the Kuwaiti criminal law provisions and other provisions provided in
related laws that regulates the criminal responsibility. Furthermore, this research
indicates to comparative legal systems such as the US law and the French law.

The Results of the Study:

This research concludes that Kuwaiti Law observes partially the regulation
of criminal responsibility of autonomous vehicles. However, there is a need to
explicitly regulate the criminal responsibility of autonomous vehicles in the
Kuwaiti legal system in a way that is compatible with the developed nature of
these autonomous vehicles.
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