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"Syndicalism" in sociological positivism
and the constitutional abolition of political
confessionalism in Lebanon

Dr. Simon Badran

In the late nineteenth century Leon Duguit, a French legal scholar,
launched a precursory attack against the monist, individualistic and potentially
authoritarian implications of revolutionary-era conceptions of the state. Perhaps
his most radical critique was the rejection of the personality of the state which,
as he insists, is no more than fiction.

Duguit centered his attacks on the two most dominant conceptions of
sovereignty of his time: Rousseau’s popular sovereignty and the German
doctrines of state absolutism. Both conceptions rely heavily on metaphysics or,
the ’personality’ of the state, which Duguit vehemently sought to expel from
legal theory

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the syndicalist movement was
well underway and Duguit considered it a useful mechanism to break the
isolation of individuals and their submission to the sovereign power... In
addition to a Chamber reserved for the representation of individuals, elected by
the proportional system of voting, Duguit consequently encouraged the
establishment of a second Chamber composed of the delegates of the various
trade union groups.

|- 2020 ~1g4 2 Lnﬂ.ll.l" Il.I.lIl



