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The Model Penal Code (MPC) was developed as a guideline to assist the divers (Y)
legal jurisdictions in the United States standardize their according to "con-
temporary reasoned judgment." Because of the great legislative and judicial
independence entrusted to the states and municipalities of the U.S., the legal
landscape has naturally become extremely varied in this country over time. By

the middle of the last century, this diversity had become so extreme that in

1962 the American Legal Institute codified the Model Penal Code in an attempt

to inspire some uniformity. It was last updated in 1981.Even though the MPC
is a statutory work, no jurisdiction is required to adhere to its guidelines. It
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= recommends only. As of 2007, thirty-seven states have adopted modified and
partial versions of the Model Penal Code and several, including New York,
New Jersey and Oregon, have enacted nearly all of its provisions.
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