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The role of the Two Vienna Conventions
on Succession of States in the case of
separation (An Applied Study)

Prof. Wael Ahmed Allam*
Abstract:

Objectives: This research aims to clarify and evaluate the role of the Vienna
Conventions on the Succession of States (1978 and 1983) in solving the problems
arising from the secession of part of the state’s territory and its formation of a new
successor state. Methodology: The research relied on the analytical approach to de-
termine the content of the texts of the two Conventions and evaluate their role in the
event of separation. It also relied on the applied approach to determine the extent
to which the texts of the two agreements can apply to cases of separation. Results:
The two Conventions did not have an influential role in the cases of separation that
occurred after the adoption of the two Conventions. Often, there was a difference be-
tween texts and practice; The application of the texts by the international community
was not uniform, but rather depended on the specific circumstances of each case. The
role of the two Conventions was limited to providing some solutions that countries
could work with. Conclusion: The issue of “succession of states in the event of sep-
aration” in international law is complex; It is essentially a political issue governed by
an agreement between states. Therefore, there are no general rules that apply to all
cases; Rather, each case is considered individually in light of its specific circumstanc-
es and situation. The research recommends amending the two Conventions to include
clear rules. This will help in the process of the peaceful transfer of sovereignty over
the separated territory.

Keywords: succession of states, separation, treaties, nationality, debts.
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