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Gender Identity and How it is Formed in The
Child in Kuwait:
A Comparative Study from A Socio-Pedagogical Perspective

Dr. Sara H. Alnufaishan! Dr. Laila S. Alkhayat?

College of Education - Kuwait University
State of Kuwait

Abstract

Objectives: Arab society, in general, is a traditional, stereotypical
society, which always differentiates between women and men according to
the socialization theory where the concepts, values and culture of society
are transferred from parents to children in the early stages of childhood.
The study aims to explore the role of socio-pedagogical trends in forming
the gender identity of children in Kuwait. Method: The study adopts a
comparative qualitative approach, by conducting interviews with children in
Kuwaiti primary schools, to examine the effect of socialization process on the
formation of the concept of gender identity among children in Kuwait and
its impact on the formation of the image of women and the impact of play in
realizing gender role. Results: The data of these interviews are analyzed within
the theoretical framework of social learning theory and socialization process.
The results show that primary school children in Kuwait are still under the
influence of gender stereotyping, adhering to some traditional gender roles;
which negatively affect their view of the image of woman. Conclusion: The
researchers recommend activating community participation, that achieves
integration among members of society.

Key words: Socialization, Gender identity, Social learning, Play, Early
childhood.
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