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SUMMARY

Self-Reporting Questionnaires, which are the most approach in Personality
assessment, depend on an assumption, that everyone cun understand himself,
offers this data honestly when asked. Unfortunately this assumption Is
doubtful. Many Psychologists, think that many people, consciously or uncon-
sciously distort thelr responses on seif reporting questionnaires. Response
distortion has many forms, acquiescent, deviant, extreme and Social desirabll-
ity response. No doubt that the latter form Is a serious one. Social desirability
means that one presents himself in a socially desirabiie and acceptable image
rather than the real one.

Edwards A. may be one of the ploneers Iin studying social desirablility
varlable. He constructed a scale to assess it. Edwards also has developed his
own tool to measure personality (Edwards Personal Preference Schduale)
based upon forced choice technique, which he believed that it decreases soclal
desirablility effect, offering data supported his point of view. The main
Contribution of Edwards that he conslidered social desirabllity as a personality
trait rather than a resource of error as Cronbach, L. and others did. He raised
strongly the serlousness of the problem of social desirability.

The work of Edwards was critizied by Marlowe, D. and crowne. D, who
indicated that Edwards confused social desirability with Pathological factor
when constructing his scale. That one cann’t know it a given response, denies
asymptom, due to soclal deslrability or to the normality state. They developed a
new scale free from psycho-pathology, contains on socially accepted be-
haviour, but rarely happens, like that included In L scale in MMPL. The scale has
a high degree of construct validity as many studies indicated. Soclal desirability
according to Marlowe & Crowne means need for soclal approval.

The present writer standardized Marlowe-Crowne soclal Desirability scale in
the Arab culture, used it to study this variable in response to Rotter
Internal-External Locus of control within a group of Egyptian students. Resuilts
showed a positive correlation between soclal desirability and Internal locus of
control. This resuit Is consisted with previous results. (Hjalle, AL. 1971 & Joe,
C.V 1972).
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