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The Qualitative Impact of Questions in Enhancing
Young Learners’ Reading Comprehension

Prof. Ali A. Al-Jafar! Dr. Mohammed R. Jouhar?
College of Education - Kuwait University
State of Kuwait

Abstract

Objectives: Previous studies placed much emphasis on studying the
impact of questions on the quantitative enhancement of reading comprehension.
Hence, a necessity emerged in the current study to delineate the effect of
questions on the qualitative enhancement of reading comprehension. In other
words, to identify the factors and reasons that render questions an effective
tool in enhancing reading comprehension. Methodology: Based on a narrative
research approach and using a sample of 40 Grade Four students in Kuwait,
the ‘McTighe and Wiggins’ taxonomy was employed to develop questions
across four levels: questions that hook, questions that guide, questions that
lead, and essential questions. The entire reading session was documented, and
the children’s responses to the questions were recorded. Results: Questions
are an effective tool for enhancing reading comprehension because they
stimulate learners, activate their cultural and cognitive backgrounds, pique their
curiosity, encourage interaction, facilitate overcoming challenges and linguistic
difficulties encountered during reading, aid in recalling and interpreting direct
ideas, provoke thinking, and compel reflection and deep understanding of the
text’s ideas, self, and the world. Conclusion: The study clearly demonstrates
that even young children can upgrade from lower levels of comprehension and
understanding to higher levels, reaching the situational level through the use of
thoughtful questions and under the guidance of a skilled facilitator.

Key words: Reading comprehension, Understanding and comprehending, Reading,
Questions, McTighe and Wiggins taxonomy.
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