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Perceptions of Fathers of Children with
Mild Intellectual Disabilities and Autism
Spectrum Disorder of their Children’s
Self-Determination Skills

Prof. Eltayeb M. Youssef
Faculty of Education - Qassim University
K.S.A

Abstract

The study aims to identify the perceptions of fathers of children with mild
intellectual disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorders of the importance of self-
determination skills for their children. It also aims to identify the effect of gender
and age of their children on their perceptions of their importance to them. The
study sample consisted of 152 fathers of children with Mild Intellectual
Disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorder, 83 fathers of children with mild
intellectual disabilities, 69 fathers of children with autism spectrum disorder, and
the sample of children 152 were from the category of mild intellectual disabilities
and autism spectrum disorder, 83 of them with mild intellectual disabilities, 69 of
them with autism spectrum disorder in Al-Qassim region - Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, The study utilized Self-determination skills scale. Results indicated the
non-existence of statistically significant differences between the averages scores
of fathers of children with mild intellectual disabilities and the averages scores of
fathers of children with autism spectrum disorder on the self-determination skills
scale in their perceptions of the importance of these skills for their children,
Statistically significant differences were found between the averages of the fathers
scores on the self-determination skills scale in their perception of the importance
of these skills to their children due to the gender and the chronological age of
their children in favor of males and the older age.

Keywords: Perceptions of Fathers, Mild Intellectual Disabilities, Autism
Spectrum Disorder, Self-Determination Skills.
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